
February 26, 2020 
The Mother St. Anne Lachance Society 
Canonical Sponsorship Signing Ceremony 
 
Greetings from Ronald P. Fabbro, C.S.B., Bishop of London 
Diocese of London 
  
The establishment of The Mother St. Anne Lachance Society, which will now be 
responsible for Brescia as a Catholic institution of higher learning, marks a significant 
milestone in the College’s history. 
  
I want to offer my sincere congratulations to Brescia and my thanks to all those who 
worked hard to bring us to this point, especially Karen McKay, Board Chair, Dr. Susan 
Mumm, Sister Theresa Campeau, OSU and Father Baillargeon. 
  
The official decree states that over the past 100 years, the Ursuline Sisters have been 
guided by the educational spirit of their foundress, St. Angela Merici. 
  
Born in the latter part of the 15th century, Angela demonstrated a deep love for the poor. 
She was distressed that they were not able to educate their children, so she began 
giving regular instructions to young girls. Angela attracted other women to this work and 
eventually founded the Company of St. Ursula. She named her community after St. 
Ursula, the patroness of medieval universities. 
 
The Ursulines were the very first teaching order of women in the Church. At that time, 
all women religious were cloistered and wore a habit. The members of Angela’s 
community lived at home, and wore no habit whatsoever. I can only imagine what her 
Bishop thought of this, but if I were the Bishop, I wouldn’t want a fight with Angela! 
  
The Church has recognized her as a saint, a great woman of strong faith and filled with 
the grace of the Holy Spirit. Angela was a courageous leader, who took bold steps to 
respond to the needs of women of her time, especially the poor. 
  
Our Ursuline Sisters brought the charism of St. Angela Merici to our diocese. Angela’s 
example inspired them to found Brescia College. We thank God for our Ursuline Sisters. 
Over the past 100 years, Brescia has grown and flourished because of their courage, 
dedication and the great sacrifices they were willing to make. Please join me in 
expressing our gratitude to the Ursuline Sisters. 
  
Today, competent lay people are continuing the mission of Brescia as a Catholic 
university. They are guided by the vision of education handed on to them by the 
Ursulines, a vision that is based on a deep respect for the dignity of women; that values 
the education of the whole person; that empowers women and enables them to become 
leaders in society. 
  



The students at Brescia have a wonderful experience of community here that enables 
them to develop their many gifts and talents, and encourages them to be involved and 
to become leaders in the wider community – to make a difference in our world. 
  
Today, we celebrate the accomplishments of Brescia over the past 100 years. We thank 
God for our Ursuline Sisters. We ask God’s blessings on them and on Brescia as we 
look with hope to the future. 
 
Through the intercession of St. Angela Merici, may God pour out on Brescia the 
abundant gifts of the Spirit; may Brescia take up with new energy and enthusiasm the 
mission Jesus has entrusted to his Church. 


