
 
 
 
 
English 4240G  

Responding to Death in Early Modern English Literature  

Winter 2015 

J. Doelman  
Brescia 
jdoelman@uwo.ca 
(519) 432-8353 x28248 
Office: St. James Building, 301B 
E-mailed assignments will not be accepted. 
 
Monday 2:30 to 4:30 
Wed. 2:30 to 3:30  
 
Office Hours: Mon. 10:30- 12:00 
Thurs. 10:00-11:30 
 
Description: Drawing on poetry, drama and prose, this course will consider a 
range of literary responses to death during the period 1590 to 1670.  It will begin 
with discussion of the period’s funeral and mourning customs, and then turn to 
such works as Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Donne’s devotional poetry and his “Death’s 
Duel” (described by some as his own funeral sermon), a range of funeral elegies 
(including Milton’s “Lycidas”) and Sir Thomas Browne’s meditation on death, 
Urn Burial, prompted by the discovery of ancient Roman burial urns.  As student 
interests lead, we may also relate these literary works to depictions of death in the 
visual arts and to funeral music from the period. 
 
Texts 
 
Shakespeare, Hamlet (any well-annotated edition is acceptable)  
Webster, John.  The Duchess of Malfi (Oxford) 
Custom Course Book of materials available at the UWO bookstore. (indicated by 
“C.C.” in outline below). 

mailto:jdoelman@uwo.ca


A collection of primary materials that will be emailed by the instructor or posted 
on-line. (indicated by “P.M.” in outline below) 
Some further materials available on the Internet may also appear on the course. 
 
All Reserve Readings are available at Brescia University College Library 
 
Evaluation 
 
Seminars       30% 
Exam        20% 
Participation*     15% 
Essay (2500-3000 words) due Mon. April 6) 35% 
               100% 
 
*Prepared attendance at all sessions is required.   
 
Outline by Week 
 
Week 1.  Physical dimensions of illness and death. 
Conclusion of Ralegh’s History of the World (C.C.).  Dekker, The Wonderfull 
Yeare (C.C.) 
 
Week 2.  Philosophy and Theology of Death; Literary Treatment of Death 
Selections from Jeremy Taylor, The Rule and Exercises of Holy Dying (C.C.) 
Francis Bacon, “Of Death”(C.C.) 
Anonymous, “Upon a Deaths head”(C.C.) 
Reserve Reading: Ralph Houlbrooke, “Death, Church and Family in England 
Between the Late Fifteenth and the Early Eighteenth Centuries” in Death, Ritual 
and Bereavement, (London, 1989), pp. 1-24. 
 
Week 3 Funerals, graves and commemoration 
Picture show of funeral monuments 
Reserve Reading: Joshua Scodel, The English Poetic Epitaph, ch. 1, pp. 15-49. 
A gathering of epitaphs (P.M.) 
A gathering of mock epitaphs  (P.M.) 
Music: William Byrd, “Elegy for Thomas Tallis”. (Text in P.M.; Recording 
available here.) 
 
Week 4 Hamlet 
 

http://uwolib.naxosmusiclibrary.com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/catalogue/item.asp?cid=AN29902


Week 5 Personification of Death 
John Donne “Death be not Proud”, “Death I recant” (“Elegie on Mrs. Boulstred”) 
(C.C.) 
“Death be not proud, thy hand gave not this blow” (ascribed in some manuscripts 
to Lucy, Countess of Bedford) (C.C.) 
“Death thou art Proud” (Elegy on Arthur Chichester) (P.M.) 
Brathwaite “A Description of Death” (P.M.)  
William Browne, “Is Death so great a gamester”(P.M.)  
 
Week 6 John Donne, Death and Resurrection 
Donne, “An hymne to the Saints, and to Marquesse Hamylton” (C.C.) 
Donne  “Hymn to God, my God” (C.C.) 
Donne’s “Epitaph on Himself” (P.M.) 
Death’s Duel (C.C.)   
(Tichborne’s “Elegy”; Sir Walter Ralegh, “Even Such is Time” (P.M.)) 
 
Week 7 Poetic treatment of death: Funeral Elegies I 
Henry King,“The Exequy” (P.M.) 
Francis Beaumont, “Elegy on the Death of Lady Markham” (P.M.) 
Donne, “Nocturnal upon St. Lucy’s Day” (C.C.) 
Reserve Reading: selection from Arnold Stein, The House of Death, pp. 138-39 

Week 8 Funeral Elegies II 
Ben Jonson, “An Elegy on the Lady Jane Pawlet, Marchioness of Winton” (P.M.) 
William Habington, “On the death of the Right Honourable GEORGE Earle of S.” 
(C.C.) 
“An Elegy upon the death of Mr Thomas Washington” (P.M.) 
Lady Ann Southwell’s mock elegy on the Countess of Londonderry (Folger 
V.b.198) (C.C.) 
Secondary reading: “Anne Southwell, Metaphysical Poet”, Journal of the Rocky 
Mountain Medieval and Renaissance Association 21 (2000). Read pp. 134-48 on 
the mock elegy and epitaph on the Countess of Londonderry. 
Available online at  
http://humanities.byu.edu.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/rmmra/pdfs/21.pdf 

Week 9 Death and the Pastoral World 
Spenser and Mary Sidney, “Astrophel and the Doleful Lay of Clorinda” (C.C.), 
Milton, “Lycidas” (C.C.) 
 
Week 10 Herbert and Vaughan 

http://humanities.byu.edu.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/rmmra/pdfs/21.pdf
http://humanities.byu.edu.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/rmmra/pdfs/21.pdf


Herbert, “Church-Monuments”, “Mortification”, “Decay”, “Death”, “Doomsday” 
(C.C.) 
Vaughan, “Resurrection and Immortality”, “Day of Judgement” (C.C.) 
 
Week 11 
Webster, Duchess of Malfi 
 
Week 12  
Duchess of Malfi 
 
Week 13  
Milton, Passages from Paradise Lost: 2: 629-849; 10: 235-305; 11:461-499; 12: 
386-435 (C.C.) 
Conclusion of Browne, Hydriotaphia or Urne-Buriall  (C.C.) 
 
Course Objectives (a selection): 

By the end of the course the successful student will be able to: 

1. Describe in detail the prevailing seventeenth-century attitudes towards death and 
the funerary and mourning customs of the period. 

2.  Articulate the significance of the period’s literary response to death. 

3.  Reflect upon the challenges posed by seventeenth-century culture to our own 
assumptions about death and mourning. 

4.  Probe through close reading the various elegies and other short poems on the 
syllabus. 

5. Use effectively a variety of reference and research tools relative to the topics of 
the course. 

6.  Use and respond to some of the more significant scholarly material on the 
literay works studied. 

7. Persuasively deliver seminar papers to a small group of fellow learners. 

8.  Respond critically (but kindly) to the ideas of others on the material studied. 

 



BRESCIA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE ACADEMIC POLICIES AND 
REGULATIONS 

 

1. POLICY REGARDING MAKEUP EXAMS AND EXTENSIONS OF 
DEADLINES 

When a student requests academic accommodation (e.g., extension of a deadline, a 
makeup exam) for work representing 10% or more of the student’s overall grade in 
the course, it is the responsibility of the student to provide acceptable 
documentation to support a medical or compassionate claim.  All such requests for 
academic accommodation must be made through an Academic Advisor and 
include supporting documentation.  Academic accommodation on medical grounds 
will be granted only if the documentation indicates that the onset, duration and 
severity of the illness are such that the student could not reasonably be expected to 
complete her academic responsibilities.  Appropriate academic accommodation 
will be determined by the Dean’s Office in consultation with the student’s 
instructor(s).  Please note that personal commitments (e.g., vacation flight 
bookings, work schedule) which conflict with a scheduled test, exam or course 
requirement are not grounds for academic accommodation. 

A UWO Student Medical Certificate (SMC) is required if a student is seeking 
academic accommodation on medical grounds. This documentation should be 
obtained at the time of the initial consultation with the physician/nurse practitioner 
or walk-in clinic.  A SMC can be downloaded under the Medical Documentation 
heading of the following website: https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm.  
If it is not possible to have an SMC completed by the attending physician/nurse 
practitioner, the student must request documentation sufficient to demonstrate that 
her ability to meet academic responsibilities was seriously affected.  Please note 
that under University Senate regulations documentation stating simply that the 
student “was seen for a medical reason” or “was ill” is not adequate to support a 
request for academic accommodation.  All documentation is to be submitted to an 
Academic Advisor. 

Whenever possible, requests for academic accommodation should be initiated in 
advance of due dates, examination dates, etc.  Students must follow up with their 
professors and Academic Advisor in a timely manner. 

https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm


The full statement of University policy regarding extensions of deadlines or 
makeup exams can be found at 
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2012/pg117.html  

  

2. ACADEMIC CONCERNS 
If you feel that you have a medical or personal problem that is interfering with 
your work, contact your instructor and Academic Advisor as soon as possible. 
Problems may then be documented and possible arrangements to assist you can be 
discussed at the time of occurrence rather than on a retroactive basis. Retroactive 
requests for academic accommodation on medical or compassionate grounds may 
not be considered.  
If you think that you are too far behind to catch up or that your work load is not 
manageable, you should consult an Academic Advisor. If you consider reducing 
your workload by dropping one or more courses, this must be done by the 
appropriate deadlines (refer to the Registrar's website, www.registrar.uwo.ca, for 
official dates). You should consult with the course instructor and the Academic 
Advisor who can help you consider alternatives to dropping one or more courses.  
Note that dropping a course may affect OSAP eligibility and/or Entrance 
Scholarship eligibility. 
The Dean may refuse permission to write the final examination in a course if the 
student has failed to maintain satisfactory academic standing throughout the year 
or for too frequent absence from the class or laboratory. 

 

3. ABSENCES 

Short Absences: If you miss a class due to a minor illness or other problems, 
check your course outline for information regarding attendance requirements and 
make sure you are not missing a test or assignment. Cover any readings and 
arrange to borrow notes from a classmate. Contact the course instructor if you have 
any questions. 

Extended Absences:  If you have an extended absence, you should contact the 
course instructor and an Academic Advisor. Your course instructor and Academic 
Advisor can discuss ways for you to catch up on missed work and arrange 
academic accommodations, if appropriate. 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2012/pg117.html


 

4. POLICY ON CHEATING & ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 

Students are responsible for understanding the nature of and avoiding the 
occurrence of plagiarism and other academic offences.  Students are urged to read 
the section on Scholastic Offences in the Academic Calendar.   Note that such 
offences include plagiarism, cheating on an examination, submitting false or 
fraudulent assignments or credentials, impersonating a candidate, or submitting for 
credit in any course without the knowledge and approval of the instructor to whom 
it is submitted, any academic work for which credit has previously been obtained 
or is being sought in another course in the University or elsewhere. Students are 
advised to consult the section on Academic Misconduct in the Western Academic 
Calendar. 

If you are in doubt about whether what you are doing is inappropriate or not, consult 
your instructor, the Student Services Centre, or the Registrar.  A claim that "you didn't 
know it was wrong" is not accepted as an excuse. 

The penalties for a student guilty of a scholastic offence (including plagiarism) 
include refusal of a passing grade in the assignment, refusal of a passing grade in 
the course, suspension from the University, and expulsion from the University.  

Plagiarism:   

Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever 
students take an idea or a passage from another author, they must acknowledge 
their debt both by using quotation marks where appropriate and by proper 
referencing such as footnotes or citations. Plagiarism is a major academic offence 
(see Scholastic Offence Policy in the Western Academic Calendar). 

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to 
the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for 
the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be 
included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of 
detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the 
service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of 
Western Ontario and Turnitin.com. 

Computer-marked Tests/exams:   



Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams may be subject to 
submission for similarity review by software that will check for unusual 
coincidences in answer patterns that may indicate cheating. Software currently in 
use to score computer-marked multiple-choice tests and exams performs a 
similarity review as part of standard exam analysis. 
 

5. PROCEDURES FOR APPEALING ACADEMIC EVALUATIONS 

All appeals of a grade must be directed first to the course instructor.  If the student 
is not satisfied with the decision of the course instructor, a written appeal signed by 
the student must be sent to the Department Chair.  If the response of the 
department is considered unsatisfactory to the student, she may then submit a 
signed, written appeal to the Office of the Dean.  Only after receiving a final 
decision from the Dean may a student appeal to the Senate Review Board 
Academic.  A Guide to Appeals is available from the Ombudsperson's Office, or 
you can consult an Academic Advisor. Students are advised to consult the section 
on Academic Rights and Responsibilities in the Western Academic Calendar. 

 

6. PREREQUISITES AND ANTIREQUISITES 
Unless you have either the prerequisites for a course or written special permission 
from your Dean to enroll in it, you will be removed from the course and it will be 
deleted from your record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no 
adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing 
to have the necessary prerequisites. 
Similarly, you will also be deleted from a class list if you have previously taken an 
antirequisite course unless this has the approval of the Dean. These decisions may 
not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you 
are dropped from a course because you have taken an antirequisite course. 
 

7. SUPPORT SERVICES 

The Brescia University College Registrar’s website, with a link to Academic 
Advisors, is at http://www.brescia.uwo.ca/academics/registrar_services/index.html.  
The Western Registrar’s website is at http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/index.cfm .  The 
website for the Student Development Centre at Western is at 
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ . Students who are in emotional/mental distress should 

http://www.brescia.uwo.ca/academics/registrar_services/index.html
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/index.cfm
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/


refer to Mental Health @ Western http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/  for a 
complete list of options about how to obtain help.  

 

Portions of this document were taken from the Academic Calendar, the Handbook 
of Academic and Scholarship Policy and the Academic Handbook of Senate 
Regulations. This document is a summary of relevant regulations and does not 
supersede the academic policies and regulations of the Senate of the University of 
Western Ontario. 

 

http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/

