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Course Description 
 

This course examines a variety of theoretical perspectives relating to 
the cultural, political, social, economic and institutional ways in 
which gender has been constructed. It also encourages you to think 
about the many different and intersecting ways that gender is 
represented, and perhaps most importantly, lived and experienced. 
At the end of this course you will have gained an intersectional 
understanding of how gender influences (and is influenced by!) other 
aspects of one’s identity such as sexuality, race and/or class; 
moreover, we will explore how gender is experienced within various 
cultural contexts. Some themes we will look at include gender and 
advertising, toxic masculinities, non-binary genders, the limiting 
narratives girls and boys learn about gender, the feminist ‘sex wars’, 
female sexual agency, and contemporary femininities.   
 
At times, this course will draw on dense, abstract theory; however, 
we will always make these theories more palatable and accessible by 
attaching them to everyday scenarios, viewing relevant 
documentaries, having informal debates and discussions, and of 
course, by looking closely at qualitative research in the field of 
sociology and gender. By bridging this gap between theory and 
practice, you will establish a more nuanced perspective for thinking 
about the complexities around the social construction of gender. 

Division of Sociology & Family Studies 

Sociology 3341G – Winter 2016 

Thursdays 8:30 – 11:30 

Room: BR-304 

Contact 

Information: 

Dr. Nichole Edwards  

Email:  

 nedwar7@uwo.ca 

Office Hours: 

 Thurs 12-1:30pm 

Room: 

 UH-352 

Please note that I also 

teach on main campus 

(with separate office 

hours) in the event that 

the hours listed above 

conflict with your class 

schedule.   

 

mailto:nedwar7@uwo.ca


Assessments 

 

Participation – 10%  

 

Book Club – 15%  

 

Midterm – 20%  

 

Essay – 30%  

 

Exam – 25%   

 

By this time in your undergraduate degree, you know that being actively present can significantly 

increase your grade. Learning is not a spectator sport and this course has been designed so that there is 

ample opportunity for discussion in both small and large groups. You are expected to contribute.   

 

Six different times throughout the semester (specific dates can be found below) there will be a 30-45 

minute session dedicated to discussing the 2014 award-winning non-fiction book, The Underground Girls 

of Kabul. You will know in advance how many pages you need to read for the next book club meeting 

and you will be responsible for facilitating the entire conversation. I may provide a number of opening 

questions but will largely remain in the background, assessing each of your contributions to the book 

club. This will be your opportunity to develop critical and evaluative thinking skills, offer ‘gut reactions’ to 

the stories that unfold, intelligently engage in debates with peers, and of course, apply what you have 

learnt from the lecture and reading material to issues surrounding gender in present day Afghanistan. 

You are invited    

 

On February 11, there will be an in-class midterm lasting 1.5 hrs. This will be followed by a short break 

and a 1 ¼ hr lecture. The midterm will include T/F, definitions and terminology, and very short ‘essays’ 

(5-7 sentences each).  

 

You are responsible for writing a 3,000 word essay on a topic of your choosing. This topic must fall under 

the umbrella of each week’s theme. For instance, you might choose to write your essay on an area of 

contemporary femininities. You must have your topic approved by me before February 25th. The essay is 

due, and must be submitted to Turnitin by midnight on Thursday, March 24th.  

 

The exam will follow the format of the in-class midterm, with more emphasis on short answer and 

(short) essay questions. This will take place during the scheduled exam schedule (April 9 – 30). 

 



Textbooks 

The following two items can be purchased at the UWO bookstore.  

 A custom course pack  

 Nordberg, Jenny. 2014. The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a Hidden Resistance in 

Afghanistan. New York: Penguin Random House.  

 

Weekly Schedule  

  Date Lecture Topic Other 

Jan. 7 Introduction to the Course & 
Sex v. Gender: The Battle of Biology 

 

Jan. 14 “One is not born a woman”: Gender as a Social 
Construction 

Book Club 

Jan. 21 The Performance of Gender  Book Club 

Jan. 28 Contemporary Femininities   

Feb. 4 Contemporary Masculinities  Book Club 

Feb. 11 Transforming Gender  In-Class Midterm 

Feb. 15-19  READING WEEK NO CLASS 

Feb. 25 Gender and Sexuality  Essay Topic Confirmed by Today 

Mar. 3 Young People, Gender and (Hetero)Sexuality  Book Club 

Mar. 10 Gender, Power and the Body Book Club 

Mar. 17 Gender, Agency and Embodiment  Book Club 

Mar. 24 Feminism and Gender Politics Essays Due 

Mar. 31  Gender Representations and the Media  

 

Please see ‘Detailed Schedule and Readings’ on the next page in order to determine which articles from your 

course pack you must read before attending each class. You will notice that some weeks only list one reading, 

while others may have two or three. At times, this is because we also have Book Club in some weeks – and in 

other cases, it is because the lecture topic may be more abstract/theoretical and so one reading will suffice. 

This is a course that relies heavily on reading ahead of time for each week’s class – in fact, the lectures may not 

be fully comprehensible to you if you do indeed fail to keep up with the readings. This may result in a lower 

participation mark and overall grade.  

Feb. 25th is the latest possible date that you can confirm your essay topic with me. By all means, start thinking 

about your topic as soon as the semester starts, and feel free to approach me at any time before this date to 

have a chat about your topic. I am also happy to offer a synopsis of lectures that occur later on in the semester 

in the event the topic is of interest to you, but not covered until much nearer the essay due date. Remember, 

topics can be as wide-ranging as you like so long as it fits under one of the lecture themes. 

 



Detailed Schedule & Readings 

 
Jan. 7th  

Sex v. Gender – The Battle of Biology  
 Fausto Sterling, A. 2012. “A Genderless Future?” and “Of Spirals and Layers”. Sex/Gender: Biology in a 

Social World. New York: Routledge.  
 

Jan. 14th  

“One is not born a woman”: Gender as a Social Construction 
 Holmes, M. 2007. “Is Gender Something That We Do?” In: What is Gender? Sociological Approaches. 

London: Sage Publications.  

 West, C. and Zimmerman, D.H. 1987. “Doing Gender.” Gender & Society. 1(2), Pp. 125-151. 
  

 
Jan. 21st   

The Performance of Gender  

 Butler, Judith. 1988. “Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: An Essay in Phenomenology and 
Feminist Theory.” Theatre Journal, 40(4), pp. 519-531. 

 

Jan. 28th  

Contemporary Femininities  
 Brownmiller, S. 1984. “Prologue.” In: Femininity. New York: Ballantine Books. Pp.13-19.  

 Currie, D., Kelly, D., and Pomerantz, S. 2011. “Skater Girlhood: Resignifying Femininity, Resignifying 
Feminism.” In: Gill, R. and Scharff, C. (eds.) New Femininities: Postfeminism, Neoliberalism and 
Subjectivity. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. Pp.293-305. 

 Walters, N. 2010. “Babes” In: Living Dolls: The Return of Sexism. London: Virago. Pp.19-38.  
 
 

Feb. 4th  

Contemporary Masculinities  
 Pascoe, C. J. 2005 “’Dude, you’re a fag’: Adolescent Masculinity and the Fag Discourse.” Sexualities. 

8(3), pp. 329-346.  

 Kimmel, M. 2008. “’Bros Before Hos’: The Guy Code.” In: Guyland: The Perilous World Where Boys 
Become Men. New York: Harper Collins. Pp.44-69.  

 
 
Feb. 11th  

Transforming Gender: Exploring the Gender Spectrum  
 Spoon, R. and Coyote, I.E. 2014. “How I Got To ‘They’” and “Their, There” and “The Facilities”. In: 

Gender Failure. Vancouver: Arsenal Pulp Press.  

 Other reading to be posted on OWL  
 
 
 



Feb. 25th   

Gender and Sexuality  
 Foucault, M. 1976. “We ‘Other Victorians’”. In: The History of Sexuality: An Introduction, Volume I. 

Paris: Editions Gallimard. Pp.3-13.  

 Weeks, J. 1987. “Questions of Identity.” In: Caplan, P. (ed.) The Cultural Construction of Sexuality. 
New York: Routledge. Pp.31-52.  

 
 
Mar. 3rd  

Young People, Gender and (Hetero)Sexuality  
 Tolman, D. 2002. “Getting Beyond ‘It Just Happened.’” In: Dilemmas of Desire. Cambridge: Harvard 

University Press. Pp.1-24. 

 Valenti, J. 2010. “Sex, Morals and Trusting Women.” In: The Purity Myth: How America’s Obsession 
with Virginity is Hurting Young Women. Berkeley: Seal Press. Pp.188-201. 
 

 

Mar. 10th  

Gender, Power and the Body  

 Bartky, Sandra Lee. 1990. “Foucault, Femininity, and the Modernization of Patriarchal Power.” In: 
Femininity and Domination. London: Routledge. Pp.63-82.  

 
 
Mar. 17th   

Gender, Agency and Embodiment  

 Readings TBA  
 
 
Mar. 24th  

Feminism and Gender Politics  
 Readings TBA 




Mar. 30th  

Gender Representations and the Media  
 Gill, R. 2008. “Empowerment/Sexism: Figuring Female Sexual Agency in Contemporary Advertising.” 

Feminism & Psychology. 18(1), pp. 35-60.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



BRESCIA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE ACADEMIC POLICIES AND REGULATIONS 

 

1. POLICY REGARDING MAKEUP EXAMS AND EXTENSIONS OF DEADLINES  

When a student requests academic accommodation (e.g., extension of a deadline, a makeup exam) for work 
representing 10% or more of the student’s overall grade in the course, it is the responsibility of the student to 
provide acceptable documentation to support a medical or compassionate claim. All such requests for academic 
accommodation must be made through an Academic Advisor and include supporting documentation. Academic 
accommodation on medical grounds will be granted only if the documentation indicates that the onset, duration 
and severity of the illness are such that the student could not reasonably be expected to complete her academic 
responsibilities. Appropriate academic accommodation will be determined by the Dean’s Office in consultation with 
the student’s instructor(s). Please note that personal commitments (e.g., vacation flight bookings, work schedule) 
which conflict with a scheduled test, exam or course requirement are not grounds for academic accommodation.  

A UWO Student Medical Certificate (SMC) is required if a student is seeking academic accommodation on medical 
grounds. This documentation should be obtained at the time of the initial consultation with the physician/nurse 
practitioner or walk-in clinic. A SMC can be downloaded under the Medical Documentation heading of the following 
website: https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm . If it is not possible to have an SMC completed by the 
attending physician/nurse practitioner, the student must request documentation sufficient to demonstrate that her 
ability to meet academic responsibilities was seriously affected. Please note that under University Senate 
regulations documentation stating simply that the student “was seen for a medical reason” or “was ill” is not 
adequate to support a request for academic accommodation. All documentation is to be submitted to an Academic 
Advisor.  

Whenever possible, requests for academic accommodation should be initiated in advance of due dates, 
examination dates, etc. Students must follow up with their professors and Academic Advisor in a timely manner.  

The full statement of University policy regarding extensions of deadlines or makeup exams can be found at 
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2015/pg117.html 

 

2. ACADEMIC CONCERNS  

If you feel that you have a medical or personal problem that is interfering with your work, contact your instructor and 
Academic Advisor as soon as possible. Problems may then be documented and possible arrangements to assist you can 
be discussed at the time of occurrence rather than on a retroactive basis. Retroactive requests for academic 
accommodation on medical or compassionate grounds may not be considered.  

If you think that you are too far behind to catch up or that your work load is not manageable, you should consult an 
Academic Advisor. If you consider reducing your workload by dropping one or more courses, this must be done by the 
appropriate deadlines (refer to the Registrar's website, www.registrar.uwo.ca, for official dates). You should consult 
with the course instructor and the Academic Advisor who can help you consider alternatives to dropping one or more 
courses. Note that dropping a course may affect OSAP eligibility and/or Entrance Scholarship eligibility.  

The Dean may refuse permission to write the final examination in a course if the student has failed to maintain 
satisfactory academic standing throughout the year or for too frequent absence from the class or laboratory.  

 

3. ABSENCES  

Short Absences: If you miss a class due to a minor illness or other problems, check your course outline for 
information regarding attendance requirements and make sure you are not missing a test or assignment. Cover any 
readings and arrange to borrow notes from a classmate. Contact the course instructor if you have any questions.  

https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2015/pg117.html


Extended Absences: If you have an extended absence, you should contact the course instructor and an Academic 
Advisor. Your course instructor and Academic Advisor can discuss ways for you to catch up on missed work and 
arrange academic accommodations, if appropriate.  

 

4. POLICY ON CHEATING & ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT  

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the 
definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf. 

Students are responsible for understanding the nature of and avoiding the occurrence of plagiarism and other 
academic offences. Students are urged to read the section on Scholastic Offences in the Academic Calendar. Note 
that such offences include plagiarism, cheating on an examination, submitting false or fraudulent assignments or 
credentials, impersonating a candidate, or submitting for credit in any course without the knowledge and approval 
of the instructor to whom it is submitted, any academic work for which credit has previously been obtained or is 
being sought in another course in the University or elsewhere. Students are advised to consult the section on 
Academic Misconduct in the Western Academic Calendar.  

If you are in doubt about whether what you are doing is inappropriate or not, consult your instructor, the Student Services 
Centre, or the Registrar. A claim that "you didn't know it was wrong" is not accepted as an excuse.  

The penalties for a student guilty of a scholastic offence (including plagiarism) include refusal of a passing grade in 
the assignment, refusal of a passing grade in the course, suspension from the University, and expulsion from the 
University.  

Plagiarism:  

Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take an idea or a passage 
from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks where appropriate and by 
proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. Plagiarism is a major academic offence (see Scholastic Offence 
Policy in the Western Academic Calendar).  

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism 
detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted for such 
checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of 
papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently 
between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com.  

Computer-marked Tests/exams:  

Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams may be subject to submission for similarity review by 
software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns that may indicate cheating. Software currently 
in use to score computer-marked multiple-choice tests and exams performs a similarity review as part of standard 
exam analysis. 

 

5. PROCEDURES FOR APPEALING ACADEMIC EVALUATIONS  

All appeals of a grade must be directed first to the course instructor. If the student is not satisfied with the decision 
of the course instructor, a written appeal signed by the student must be sent to the Department Chair. If the 
response of the department is considered unsatisfactory to the student, she may then submit a signed, written 
appeal to the Office of the Dean. Only after receiving a final decision from the Dean may a student appeal to the 
Senate Review Board Academic. A Guide to Appeals is available from the Ombudsperson's Office, or you can consult 
an Academic Advisor. Students are advised to consult the section on Academic Rights and Responsibilities in the 
Western Academic Calendar.  

 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf


6. PREREQUISITES AND ANTIREQUISITES  

Unless you have either the prerequisites for a course or written special permission from your Dean to enroll in it, you 
will be removed from the course and it will be deleted from your record. This decision may not be appealed. You will 
receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary 
prerequisites.  

Similarly, you will also be deleted from a class list if you have previously taken an antirequisite course unless this has the 
approval of the Dean. These decisions may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event 
that you are dropped from a course because you have taken an antirequisite course.  

 

7. SUPPORT SERVICES  

The Brescia University College Registrar’s website, with a link to Academic Advisors, is at 
http://brescia.uwo.ca/academics/registrar-services/ . The Western Registrar’s website is at 
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/index.html . The website for the Student Development Centre at Western is at 
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ . Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health @ Western 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help.  

 

Portions of this document were taken from the Academic Calendar, the Handbook of Academic and Scholarship Policy and the Academic 
Handbook of Senate Regulations. This document is a summary of relevant regulations and does not supersede the academic policies and 
regulations of the Senate of the University of Western Ontario. 

 

http://brescia.uwo.ca/academics/registrar-services/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/index.html
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/

