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Brescia University College 
School of Humanities 

Fall/Winter 2018-2019
  

  Class Times: Mon 9:30- 10:30pm;
Wed 9:30-11:30  BR 204

 

Prof. Wes Gustavson (Term 2)
UH  215

  wgustav@uwo.ca 
 

Office Hours: Wed 5:30-
6:30pm & Tues 10:30-11:30am

and by appointment
 

Dr. Sara Morrison (Term 1)
 UH 325
 Phone: 519-432-8353 ext. 28271
 smorri5@uwo.ca
  

Office Hours: Wed 11.30-12.30
and by appointment

 
These two centuries were unusually significant for the development of our European heritage.
Threats to the social order appeared from every direction: unstable economies, social unrest,
religious turmoil, the New World, urban growth, changing ideas about good governance,
conflicts between the rulers and the ruled, shifting household relationships, and rising crime
rates. There was great uncertainty in Western Europe during the early modern period, resulting
in dramatic change and innovation within all aspects of life: political,cultural, religious, scientific,
economic, social, professional and military. This course considers the challenges that faced
early modern European society, how different regions dealt with these threats, and the
interrelationships between these changes. A comprehensive treatment of two centuries and the
numerous territorial units of the era will be impossible; however, the course addresses the major
characters, pivotal ideas and significant issues in the political, social, economic, religious,
scientific and cultural life of Western Europe (particularly in England, France, Spain, Italy,
Germany and the Holy Roman Empire.)

  
As a secondary goal, this course aims to familiarize students with the concept of historiography.
Historiography considers the way that history is written and the way in which historians interact
with one another; it is a fundamental methodological tool of the historical discipline. Students will
be challenged in lectures, in tutorials, and in written assignments to employ historiography as a
means of developing their critical faculties and engaging in the wider debates of early modern
European historians.

 

Term 1
  

Benvento Cellini, Autobiography (1998).
  

N.Z. Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre (1983).
  

Term 2
  

John Lynn, Women, Armies, and Warfare in Early Modern Europe (2008).
  

T. Rabb, The Struggle for Stability in Early Modern Europe (1975).
  

On Reserve at the Beryl Ivey Libary
  

M. Wiesner-Hanks, Women and Gender in Early Modern Europe (2000).
  

Reccomended (both terms)
  

M. Wiesner-Hanks, Early Modern Europe: 1450-1789 (2006 and later editions).
  

Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History (9th ed).  
 
** copies of all are available at the UWO Bookstore and ON RESERVE at the Beryl Ivey Library **

 

Te
xt

bo
ok

s
C

ou
rs

e 
D

es
cr

op
tio

n  



St
ud

en
t L

ea
rn

in
g 

O
ut

co
m

es
 

G
ra

de
s:

 F
irs

t T
er

m
:  

D
r. 

M
or

ris
on

 
This course will provide opportunities for students to develop skills leading to the attainment of 
Brescia’s Seven Competencies (http://brescia.uwo.ca/academics/brescia-competencies/):
Communication; Critical Thinking; Inquiry and Analysis; Problem Solving; Self Awareness and
Development; Social Awareness and Engagement; and Valuing.   

 

5%
Map Exercise

5%
Cellini Assignment

10%
First Term Essay (7 Nov 2018)

20%
Mid Year Exam (TBA)

5%
Tutorials

Includes a student’s understanding, appreciation, synthesis & critical examination of: SKILLS
  

1.Enhanced ability to read, understand, analyze & synthesize historical sources(Critical 
Thinking/Problem Solving/Inquiry & Analysis).

  
2.Engage in written and oral historical discussions (Communication/Self Awareness and Development).

  
3.Acquire greater confidence in summarizing and discussing your ideas in class and tutorials
(Communication/Self Awareness and Development)

  
CONTENT

 1. Understand the implications of the term ‘Europe’ during the early modern  period and the
geographical expression of various European countries over time.

 2. The characteristics of political, social, economic and religious life in pre-industrial Europe and an
ability to compare them between 1500 and 1700.

 3. The significance of the Renaissance in sixteenth century Europe and its relationship to modern
western culture. 

 4. The Reformation: its impact and the very different experiences within Europe.
 5. The Catholic Reformation or response.

 6. The nature of violence & warfare in early modern Europe; changes 1500-1700.
 7. The importance of religion in early modern society and warfare. 

 8. The role of monarchy in 16th century and the increased importance of the State. 
 9. Understanding the explanations for and timing of the European Witch craze.

 10. The Spanish Empire: its rise and fall and the explanations.
 11. The rise of Absolutism in France and England.

 12.  The Dutch Republican experience & the English experiment. 
 13.  Origins of English democratic government & the rise of Parliamentary power. 

 14.  To understand and explain international affairs and the shifts in the balance of power within
Europe between 1500 and 1700.

 15. By the end of the course students will understand the concept of Europe in 1700 as compared to
1500. They will also be able to demonstrate and critically examine the ways in which life changed
between 1500 and 1700 (e.g. the role of thechurch, the economy, society, the state, mobility - social
and geographical).

 

Extra assignments will not be given out or accepted 
to compensate for poor exam or assignment results.

 



Extra assignments will not be given out or accepted 
to compensate for poor exam or assignment results.

As a courtesy to your fellow students and to your instructor, please arrive on time for
class as late arrivals disrupt other students and the flow of lectures and discussions. Do
not leave class before it ends and besure to notify me before class if this cannot be
avoided. In addition, please refrain from reading newspapers, texting, or having
conversations during lectures. 
 
Finally, while students are encouraged to debate and discuss the course issues
andthemes in class, any discussions must be conducted within the grounds of 
appropriate classroom behaviour. Inappropriate disruptions, disregard for speakers,
and/or personal attacks will not be tolerated. In short, please respect the views of your
fellow students.C
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5%

Annotated Bibliography

20%
Major Essay

25%
Final Exam

5%
Tutorials
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5%

A penalty of
five (5) marks

will be
assessed for

essays
submitted the
first day after
the deadline.

1%

A penalty of
one (1) mark

will be
assessed for

each
subsequent

day, including
weekends.

No assignments
will be accepted
after the 7th day

beyond the
deadline,
including

weekends.
 

Accommodations
or extensions

require  
documentation

from an academic
advisor. 

Computer
breakdowns are

not sufficient
grounds for an

accommodation.
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A student who fails to
submit all the

required written
assignments, which

together make up the
"Essay" component

of the course, will not
receive credit for the

course.
 



In order to keep electronic distractions to a minimum please turn off all cell
phones, and other electronic devices before entering the classroom. If your
phone rings, I reserve the right to answer it.  
 
The use of notebook computers and tablets is acceptable provided it does
not disturb the class. Inappropriate use of notebooks during lectures and
tutorials not only distract you, they also distract those around you and their
use may be limited or banned if students are found to be using notebooks
and tablets for purposes not class related.  
 
For safety reasons, students are also strongly advised to operate laptops
with batteries rather than power cords. No electronic devices are permitted
during tests and examinations. 
 
It is also forbidden to tape or electronicallyrecord lectures and/or discussions.
Students must have a good reason to use recording devices and must
request permission from me privately to do so.
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2018-19 BRESCIA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE ACADEMIC POLICIES AND REGULATIONS 

 

1. POLICY REGARDING MAKEUP EXAMS AND EXTENSIONS OF DEADLINES  

When a student requests academic accommodation (e.g., extension of a deadline, a makeup exam) for work 
representing 10% or more of the student’s overall grade in the course, it is the responsibility of the student to 
provide acceptable documentation to support a medical or compassionate claim. All such requests for 
academic accommodation must be made through an Academic Advisor and include supporting 
documentation.  

Academic accommodation for illness will be granted only if the documentation indicates that the onset, 
duration and severity of the illness are such that the student could not reasonably be expected to complete 
her academic responsibilities. Minor ailments typically treated by over-the-counter medications will not 
normally be accommodated.  

Students must submit their documentation along with a request for relief specifying the nature of the 
accommodation being requested no later than two business days after the date specified for resuming 
responsibilities. In cases where there might be an extended absence or serious issue, students should 
submit their documentation promptly and consult their Academic Advisor for advice during their recovery 
period. Whenever possible, students who require academic accommodation should provide notification and 
documentation in advance of due dates, examinations, etc. Appropriate academic accommodation will be 
determined by the Dean’s Office/Academic Advisor in consultation with the student’s instructor(s). Academic 
accommodation may include extension of deadlines, waiver of attendance requirements for 
classes/labs/tutorials, arranging Special Exams or Incompletes, re-weighting course requirements, or 
granting late withdrawals without academic penalty 

Please note that personal commitments (e.g., vacation flight bookings, work schedule) which conflict with a 

scheduled test, exam or course requirement are not grounds for academic accommodation.  

A UWO Student Medical Certificate (SMC) is required if a student is seeking academic accommodation on 
medical grounds. This documentation should be obtained at the time of the initial consultation with the 
physician/nurse practitioner or walk-in clinic. A SMC can be downloaded from: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf . The student must request 
documentation sufficient to demonstrate that her ability to meet academic responsibilities was seriously 
affected. Please note that under University Senate regulations documentation stating simply that the student 
“was seen for a medical reason” or “was ill” is not adequate to support a request for academic 
accommodation.  

The full policy on requesting accommodation due to illness can be viewed at: 
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&Sele
ctedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_12  

 

2. ACADEMIC CONCERNS  

If you feel that you have a medical or personal challenge that is interfering with your work, contact your instructor 
and Academic Advisor as soon as possible. Problems may then be documented and possible arrangements to 
assist you can be discussed at the time of occurrence rather than on a retroactive basis. Retroactive requests for 
academic accommodation on medical or compassionate grounds are not normally considered.  

If you think that you are too far behind to catch up or that your work load is not manageable, you should consult 
your Academic Advisor. If you consider reducing your workload by dropping one or more courses, this must be 
done by the appropriate deadlines (refer to the Registrar's website, http://brescia.uwo.ca/academics/registrar-
services/ or the list of official sessional dates in the Academic Calendar, see the Sessional Dates tab at 
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/index.cfm?SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID= ). You should consult with 
the course instructor and the Academic Advisor who can help you consider alternatives to dropping one or more 
courses. Note that dropping a course may affect OSAP eligibility and/or Entrance Scholarship eligibility.  

 

3. ABSENCES  

Short Absences: If you miss a class due to a minor illness or other problems, check your course outline for 
information regarding attendance requirements and make sure you are not missing a test or assignment. 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_12
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_12
http://brescia.uwo.ca/academics/registrar-services/
http://brescia.uwo.ca/academics/registrar-services/
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/index.cfm?SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID


Cover any readings and arrange to borrow notes from a classmate. Contact the course instructor if you have 
any questions.  

Extended Absences: If you have an extended absence, you should contact the course instructor and an 
Academic Advisor. Your course instructor and Academic Advisor can discuss ways for you to catch up on 
missed work and arrange academic accommodations, if appropriate and warranted.  

It is important to note that the Academic Dean may refuse permission to write the final examination in a 
course if the student has failed to maintain satisfactory academic standing throughout the year or for too 
frequent absence from the class or laboratory  
(http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=5&Sel
ectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_68 ). 

 

4. SCHOLASTIC OFFENCES  

Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, 
the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at: 
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&Sele
ctedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_20 . 

Students are responsible for understanding the nature of and avoiding the occurrence of plagiarism and 
other academic offences. Note that such offences include plagiarism, cheating on an examination, 
submitting false or fraudulent assignments or credentials, impersonating a candidate, or submitting for credit 
in any course without the knowledge and approval of the instructor to whom it is submitted, any academic 
work for which credit has previously been obtained or is being sought in another course in the University or 
elsewhere. Students are advised to consult the section on Scholastic Discipline for Undergraduate Students 
in the Academic Calendar.  

If you are in doubt about whether what you are doing is inappropriate or not, consult your instructor, the Academic 
Dean’s Office, or the Registrar. A claim that "you didn't know it was wrong" is not accepted as an excuse.  

The penalties for a student guilty of a scholastic offence (including plagiarism) include refusal of a passing 
grade in the assignment, refusal of a passing grade in the course, suspension from the University, and 
expulsion from the University.  

Plagiarism:  

Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take an idea or a 
passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks where 
appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. Plagiarism is a major academic 
offence.  

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism 
detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism.  All papers submitted for 
such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting 
plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing 
agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com). 

Computer-marked Tests/exams:  

Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams may be subject to submission for similarity review by 
software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns that may indicate cheating. Software 
currently in use to score computer-marked multiple-choice tests and exams performs a similarity review as 
part of standard exam analysis. 

 

5. PROCEDURES FOR APPEALING ACADEMIC EVALUATIONS  

All appeals of a grade must be directed first to the course instructor. If the student is not satisfied with the 
decision of the course instructor, a written appeal is to be sent to the School Chair. If the response of the 
Chair is considered unsatisfactory to the student, she may then submit a written appeal to the Office of the 
Dean. If the student is not satisfied with the decision of the Dean, she may appeal to the Senate Review 
Board Academic (SRBA), if there are sufficient grounds for the appeal. For information on academic appeals 
you can consult your Academic Advisor or see the Student Academic Appeals – Undergraduate in the 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=5&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_68
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=5&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_68
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_20
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_20
http://www.turnitin.com/


Academic Calendar 
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&Sele
ctedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_14.  

Note that final course marks are not official until the Academic Dean has reviewed and signed the final grade 
report for the course. If course marks deviate from acceptable and appropriate standards, the Academic 
Dean may require grades to be adjusted to align them with accepted grading practices. 

 

6. PREREQUISITES 

Unless you have either the prerequisites for a course or written special permission from the Dean to enroll in it, 
you will be removed from the course and it will be deleted from your record. This decision may not be appealed. 
You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have 
the necessary prerequisite(s).  

 

7. SUPPORT  

Support Services 

The Brescia University College Registrar’s website, with a link to Academic Advisors, is at 
http://brescia.uwo.ca/academics/registrar-services/ . The website for the Student Development Centre at 
Western is http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ . 

Mental Health and Wellness 

Students may experience a range of issues that can cause barriers to your learning, such as increased anxiety, 
feeling overwhelmed, feeling down or lost, difficulty concentrating and/or lack of motivation. Services are 
available to assist you with addressing these and other concerns you may be experiencing.  You can learn more 
about mental health and wellness at Brescia at http://brescia.uwo.ca/life/mental-health-wellness/. Students who 
are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Health and Wellness at Western, 
http://uwo.ca/health/mental_wellbeing/index.html, for information about how to obtain help for yourself or others. 

Sexual Violence 

All members of the Brescia University College community have a right to work and study in an environment that 
is free from any form of sexual violence. Brescia University College recognizes that the prevention of, and 
response to, Sexual Violence is of particular importance in the university environment. Sexual Violence is strictly 
prohibited and unacceptable and will not be tolerated. Brescia is committed to preventing Sexual Violence and 
creating a safe space for anyone in the Brescia community who has experienced Sexual Violence.   

If you or someone you know has experienced any form of Sexual Violence, you may access resources at 
http://brescia.uwo.ca/life/sexual-violence/. 

 

Portions of this document were taken from the Academic Calendar, the Handbook of Academic and Scholarship Policy and the Academic 
Handbook of Senate Regulations. This document is a summary of relevant regulations and does not supersede the academic policies and 

regulations of the Senate of the University of Western Ontario. 

http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_14
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#Page_14
http://brescia.uwo.ca/academics/registrar-services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://brescia.uwo.ca/life/mental-health-wellness/
http://uwo.ca/health/mental_wellbeing/index.html
http://brescia.uwo.ca/life/sexual-violence/
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